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Project Overview

• The project is located within the UF Cultural Plaza 
south of Hull Road.

• The new TESI Earth Systems Addition at the Florida 
Museum of Natural History will provide new and 
improved spaces for both public and administrative 
functions. It will expand the Museums footprint, and 
will provide a home for the Thompson Earth Science 
Institute. 

• The project is split between two new additions, one at 
the front of the building (3,300 S.F.) and one at the 
northwest corner (7,400 S.F. over two levels  for office 
and conference room space). 

• The existing roadway location will not be moved. 
Utility and site work will be minimized, as will new 
mechanical equipment. 

• Future Land Use Designation: Cultural
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Project Site



Project Overview

• The project previously came before the LVL 
committee in July 2023 for the Schematic Design 
phase. The project was approved as presented. 

• The committee approved alternative native 
plantings not within the Landscape Master Plan 
plant list in order to incorporate more diversity 
and pollinator species. The committee also 
encouraged the design team to tie in the plants 
from the pollinator areas and LID areas 
throughout the landscape.  
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Project Site



Landscape Master Plan
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• The project is located within the Cultural Plaza and at the terminus 
of the Arts Axis identified within the Landscape Master Plan.



Project Limits of Work
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Project Limits of Work

Project Limits of Work



Existing Conditions
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Site Plan
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Tree Impact Summary
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# Size/Species 

1 15” Laurel Oak

2 22” Laurel Oak

3 22” Loblolly Pine

4 26” Laurel Oak

5 11” Laurel Oak

6 19” Loblolly Pine

7 17” Loblolly Pine

8 10” Cabbage Palm

9 14” Washington Palm

10 14” Washington Palm

11 9” Cabbage Palm

12 9” Cabbage Palm

13 18” Laurel Oak

14 10” Laurel Oak

15 15”10” Laurel Oak

# Size/Species 

16 15” Loblolly Pine

17 4” Magnolia

18 19” 28” Laurel Oak

19 10” Sugarberry



Tree Impact Summary
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# Size/Species Required Mitigation 
Trees/Fee

1 15” Laurel Oak 2 trees

2 22” Laurel Oak 2 trees

3 22” Loblolly Pine 2 trees

4 26” Laurel Oak 2 trees

5 11” Laurel Oak 2 trees

6 19” Loblolly Pine 2 trees

7 17” Loblolly Pine 2 trees

8 10” Cabbage Palm 2 trees

9 14” Washington Palm 2 trees

10 14” Washington Palm 2 trees

11 9” Cabbage Palm 2 trees

12 9” Cabbage Palm 2 trees

13 18” Laurel Oak 2 trees

14 10” Laurel Oak 2 trees

15 15”10” Laurel Oak 2 trees

Mitigation required 
38 Trees

Mitigation provided 
9 Trees

Total mitigation deficit 
29 trees @ $250 each =$7,250
  
= $ 7,250 Total Mitigation Fee 

# Size/Species Required Mitigation 
Trees/Fee

16 15” Loblolly Pine 2 trees

17 4” Magnolia 0 trees

18 19” 28” Laurel Oak 2 trees

19 10” Sugarberry 2 trees

TOTAL 38 Trees



Tree Impact Summary
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Tree Impact Summary
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Tree Impact Summary
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8, 11 & 12

• The project will require some pruning of some 
trees at the anticipated proposed 34th Street 
construction entrance. This will be required in 
order to provide access from the 34th Street 
driveway access to the rear addition 
construction / laydown area. 

• Pruning will be performed by an ISA Certified 
Arborist.



Sustainability and Site Impact Analysis

• The project will pursue FGBC Gold certification.

• Our goal is to minimize site impact and improve existing site conditions.

• The project is in the Hogtown Creek Basin but is still within the UF Master Stormwater Permit. The 
intent is to utilize the existing stormwater pond (Northwest of the site) and will require modification 
to the existing control structure.

• We have also provided several L.I.D. areas for additional stormwater treatment.
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Sustainability and Site Impact Analysis
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L.I.D. AREA ‘A’

L.I.D. AREA ‘B’

L.I.D. AREA ‘A’

L.I.D. AREA ‘B’



Site Furnishings
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Plant Palette
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Request a motion to approve the project as presented.
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Reitz Union Lawn / Inner Road Improvements
Project No. UF-644, UF-644A and UF-644B

LVL Committee Meeting
November 2, 2023
Tom Feather, Project Manager



Project Overview - Location

R e i t z  U n i o n  L a w n  I n n e r  R o a d  I m p r o v e m e n t s  /  U F - 6 4 4 ,  6 4 4 A  a n d  6 4 4 B
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FINE ARTS

REID HALL

ARCHITECTURE

MALLORY
HALL

YULEE
HALL

BROWARD 
HALL

MUSIC

CYPRESS
HALL

CHILLED WATER AND STEAM 
LINES



Project Overview – Area of Modification
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REID HALL LANDSCAPE 
MODIFICATION AREA



Project Overview – Existing Conditions

R e i t z  U n i o n  L a w n  I n n e r  R o a d  I m p r o v e m e n t s  /  U F - 6 4 4
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2 Sabal palmetto (est. 30’ c.t.) and European Fan Palm

Walk and  Drain Inlet at Reid Hall Broken Planter Wall



Project Overview
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SITE MEETING
Discussion regarding 
construction impacts on 
drainage, planters, two 
Sabal Palms and a European 
Fan Palm.

CONCLUSION
Construct utilities as 
planned. Reconstruct 
sidewalk, drainage and 
planters in their original 
configuration. Turn Sabal 
Palms and European Fan 
Palm over to UF Grounds for 
planting elsewhere on 
campus. Plant 2 new Sabal 
Palms after reconstruction 
is complete. 



Tree Impact Summary
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ORIGINAL LANDSCAPE PLAN REVISED LANDSCAPE PLAN



Landscape Plan & Compliance with the Landscape Master Plan

The proposed approach to mitigating the impacts of the utility construction: 

1.  Replaces the two Sabal Palms impacted by the constructed with two new Crape Myrtles.

2.  Provides for the addition of the two relocated Sabal Palms elsewhere on campus. 

3.  Provides for the addition of the European Fan Palm elsewhere on campus.

4.  Fixes the damage to the bricks of one planter.

All plants and brick materials proposed meet the Landscape Master Plan requirements.
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Landscape Discussion
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Previously approved landscape plan had 15 
sabal palms scheduled for relocation and 18 
new sabal palms to be installed.

Due to prevalence of lethal bronzing on 
campus, should the design be changed to 
replace them with another tree species?

Relocated
Palms

New
Palms

New
Palms



Draft desired motion to be made by the committee:

“Motion to approve the modifications to the landscape plan at Reid Hall”

Provide direction on relocated sabal palms and proposed sabal palms from previously 
approved landscape plan for Inner Road
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Landscaping and Natural 
Resource Projects

Maintaining the aesthetics and functions of our natural areas

November 2 ,  2023
Faci l i t ies  Serv ices
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Tree Mitigation Fund

Month Balance Revenue Expense Description

July 2022 $160,170 Beginning Balance

October 2022 $29,250 UF-656 Tree Mitigation Payment

October 2022 $270 Purchase of two Holly trees (Tensaw and Eagleston)

November 2022 $125 Purchase of one Crape Myrtle

May 2023 $3,885 
Purchase and delivery of 15 Crape Myrtle, six Chickasaw Plum, five Chinese Fringe, five 
White Oak, and 75 Taiwan Cherry

June 2023 $4,155 Purchase and delivery of 13 Magnolia

July 2023 $1,300 Purchase of four Live Oaks

October 2023 $1,250 UF-670 Tree Mitigation Payment

October 2023 $325 Tree Risk Assessment

October 2023 $180,610 Current Balance
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Tree Removals
Past Work

Graham/Flavet Parking Lot

• Tree removal necessary to address drainage issues 
contributing to flooding of nearby areas. Tree removal 
resulted in successful remediation of the issue.

O’Connell Center

• Tree removal necessary to address impediments to utility 
maintenance and drainage issues contributing to erosion 
in the area. Tree removal resulted in successful 
remediation of the issues.
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UF-685
Project Planning

Holland Law Heating Hot Water Conversion

• A hot water conversion strategy is being implemented 
within the Holland Law Chilled Water Plant (CWP #7) and 
associated buildings, which include the Holland Law area, 
Springs Residence buildings, and the Basketball Practice 
Facility.

• This conversion consists of new condensing hot water 
boilers and distribution piping to provide heating hot 
water to the connected buildings.

• As part of this initiative, a new gas line will be installed 
along Fraternity Drive adjacent to the Harmonic Woods
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UF-685
Project Planning

Holland Law Heating Hot Water Conversion

• A 10-foot setback will be pursued along this corridor.

• Setback will:
 - Ensure ability to service the utility lines
 - Provide increased safety for pedestrians utilizing 

the sidewalk along that stretch of Fraternity Drive

• This work is paramount to ensuring the reliable provision 
of utilities to the area buildings.
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Current and Upcoming Work

Project list

• Tigert Circle Beautification Project
 - Phase Two to commence week of 10/30

• Ficke and IFAS Meadow Fencing Additions

• Addition of bollards and chain to DSIT

• Tree work and canopy thinning near Physics, Benton Hall and Larsen Hall to address drainage issues leading to flooding 
within buildings

• Address issues with live oak at southwest corner of Garage Four
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