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PHASE: Committee Responsibilities: STATUS AND PRIOR COMMENTS: DATE: 
X PROGRAMMING The committee will review and recommend 

approval/denial of general site suitability - having 
evaluated impacts to trees, landscape, natural 
areas, and lakes. 

             

 SCHEMATIC DESIGN The committee will review and recommend 
approval/denial of tree removal - plans for 
transplants, replacements and/or mitigation, based 
on the building footprint, utility corridors, and other 
construction activities. 

            

 DESIGN DEVELOPMENT The committee will review and recommend 
approval/denial of final landscaping - 
appropriateness and inclusion of any mitigation for 
tree removal. 
 

            

 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

PROJECT: 
UF-396, Florida Museum of Natural History (FLMNH) Thompson Earth Systems Institute Addition 

SITE: 
Addition to Powell Hall (FLMNH).  See attached location map. 

STATUS: 
Programming site approval 

OBJECTIVES: 
 Design has not begun, but the site has been identified. 
 The tree impact may include: 

o 33 palm trees 
o 24” (?) Laurel Oak 
o 22” Lauren Oak 
o Bamboo 

 
 
PROJECT PHASE AND PRESENTATION NARRATIVE: 
Programming 
 
 
 
ENCLOSURES: 
1. Presentation 
2. CMP Checklist 
 



UF-396 Florida Museum of Natural 
History Thompson Earth Systems 

Institute Addition
Programming

March 2022



Existing Cultural Plaza

Original Cultural Plaza ~ 1998?



Cultural Plaza planning

2010 parking study 2005 massing study



Cultural Plaza planning

2022 study



UF-396 Florida 
Museum of Natural 
History Thompson 
Earth Systems 
Institute Addition 
location



Project Site



Existing site

22” LAO 

22” – 24” LAO?
16 palms in island green space

14 palms and some 
bamboo next to site

3 palms next to building



Florida Museum of Natural History Thompson Earth Systems Institute Addition

Program:
• ~19,000 – 45,000 GSF
• 2 stories 

Other objectives:
• Create presence at the Cultural Plaza
• The building should physically represent the Museum’s mission

Schedule:
• AE selection – complete April 2022
• Schematic Design approvals – Fall 202
• Potential Pause for funding
• Design Development approvals – TBD
• Construction - TBD



Construction Phase
Lake Vegetation & Landscaping 

Committee

Keith Humphreys, Project Manager
Planning, Design & Construction

Update March 10, 2022



Previous: Cad plan for drain system



Tree Impacts due to storm line path
Trees on north of building “H” and the elementary building.



3 Shumard Oak: 1 – 22’’
1 – 19’’
1 – 21’’

2 Cedar: 1 – 24’’
1 – 18’’

2 Maple 1 – 7’’
1 – 5’’ 

PK will be planting required trees to mitigate the loss of 
these trees. Location TBD.



7/8/21  LVL Motion



Proposed Trees













Next Steps
 Installation

 Watering through establishment

 Questions?



UF Landscape Master Plan & 
Sustainable SITES Initiative

3-10-22



Today’s Discussion
• What is SITES
• Goals for SITES
• SITES Guiding Principles
• SITES Subcategories
• Current Projects 
• Lessons Learned
• Insights for LVL to consider



What is SITES

SITES offers a comprehensive rating system 
designed to distinguish sustainable landscapes, 
measure their performance and elevate their 
value.

SITES is used by professionals of all fields to align 
land development and management with 
innovative sustainable design.

SITES certification is for development projects 
located on sites with or without buildings



GOALS for SITES
Create 
Regenerative 
Systems &
Foster 

Resiliency

Ensure Future 
Resource Supply &
Mitigate Climate 
Change

Transform the 
Market through 

Design, Development 
& Maintenance 

Practices

Enhance Human 
Well-Being & 

Strengthen 
Community



SITES 
Guiding 
Principles

- Do no harm

- Apply the precautionary principle

- Design with nature and culture

- Use a decision-making hierarchy of preservation 

conservation, and regeneration

- Support a living process

- Use a systems thinking approach

- Use a collaborative and ethical approach

- Maintain integrity in leadership and research

- Foster environmental stewardship



SITES 
Subcategories

13
3 

23
40
41
30
17
22
11
9 

200  TOTAL possible points CERTIFICATION Points

CERTIFIED 70

SILVER 85

GOLD (GOAL) 100

PLATINUM 135



The creation of the Northeast Gateway serves to announce the campus, welcome the casual 
visitor, orientate guests to the parking facilities beyond.  The result is a positive first 

impression of the campus generated by quality materials, organized facilities for parking and 
drop-off, a well-maintained and clarified landscape, and the introduction to the pedestrian-

centric campus beyond the pedestrian gate at the end of Union Walk.

The proposed primary pedestrian gateway is incorporated at the intersection of Newell 
Drive and West University avenue to convey Newell Drive’s conversion to a pedestrian way 

and to welcome pedestrians into campus.  The gateway also frames one of the most 
appealing long views of the eastern most historic portion of campus.  

NORTHEAST GATEWAY NEWELL GATEWAY



Project Goals



Northeast Gateway
SITES PROJECT ID: 13742



Newell Gateway
SITES Project ID: 13740



SITES Lessons Learned

Soil restoration and 
healthy soils​

- Vegetation and Soil
Protection Zones (VSPZ)

- UF On-Site Composting

- Biomass Density Index​

Sustainable Materials​

- Salvaged materials and plants
(approx. $100k savings)​

- Advocacy Letters 
(local, transparent, sustainable practices)​

- Non-hazardous pesticides and fertilizers​

Human Health ​

- Wayfinding

- Defining Site Users

- Livable Wages​

- Mental Restoration​

- Physical activity ​

Sustainable Construction 
Practices​

- Preconstruction Meeting

- Defined Punchlist Items

- Protecting Air Quality
(Heavy Equipment Policy)

Maintenance 
Techniques

- Carbon Impact of Maintenance Equipment

- On-Site Recycling

- 10yr Goals (stormwater, water treatment,
water quality, irrigation, erosion soil 

amendments, plant health, site safety, pest 
management, invasive plant management, 

conserve habitat, equipment and 
maintenance, conserve habitat, enhance site 

experience, etc.)



Insights to Consider
Programming Phase
• Site Assessment to Influence Design

• What’s existing?  Identify significant 
habitat 

• What is adjacent? Conservation or 
Historic preservation opportunities

• Consider Construction Impacts 
(noise, dust, light, etc.)

• Identify opportunities 
/constraints/impacts to consider

• Encourage 3rd Party Sustainability 
Certification



Insights to Consider
Schematic Design

• Ask for project specific sustainability goals 
(beyond certification level)

• Emphasis on vegetation & soils protection zones

• Understand rainwater impacts & encourage LID
(assess average monthly pre & post precipitation, direction of 
rainwater flow, how to reuse rainwater intelligently)

• Foot-traffic flow 
(walking on the grass vs keeping travelers on strategic pavement)



Insights to Consider
Design Development

• Native plants/ground cover vs plantings 
under tree canopy cover

• Sustainable plant production & local 
workforce

• Maximize shading, minimize asphalt

• Request carbon impacts of removed trees 
(age or DBH and species)  



Potential Projects
• No UPLIGHT please!
• How can we best relocate valuable plants on campus?

• How do we better promote sustainability awareness and 
education? 

• Arborist to certify that indicated trees are to be protected 
• Pre/Post healthy soils testing?

(bulk densities, texture, organic matter, compaction, soil 
chemical characteristics)

• Consider pledges
• Conduct more site visits!  

SOURCE: ClearDarkSky.com

https://www.cleardarksky.com/maps/lp/large_light_pollution_map.html
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